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Why Are Social Networking Sites So Popular? 

1 Social networking sites become more and more popular every day, and they are popular all 
around the world. In Japan, the top site is Mixi. In Europe, it is Bebo. The most popular site 
in Latin America is Orkut. In the United States, the top site is Facebook. In fact, Facebook is 
one of the most popular social networking sites in the world. A Harvard University student 
started Facebook in 2004, and it spread to more than 400 million users in just a few years. 

2 Why is the social networking trend spreading so rapidly? One reason that these websites are 
popular is because people are social. We like to communicate with other people. We make 
friends with people in school, at work, and online. Most people like to stay closely connected 
to their friends and family. We use cell phones, email, instant messaging, and websites to 
learn what our friends are doing. The Internet is a good way to socialize and communicate, 
and social networking sites allow people to do this in many ways.  

3 Social networking sites are interactive and personal. People can share photographs of 
themselves and of others. They can tell people what they are doing at any moment and keep 
in touch. They can post a link to a site with their favorite song or band. They can join groups 
with others who share their interests. Many people post videos of themselves on sites like 
YouTube. Other users can comment on these photos and videos. This interaction makes these 
websites become more popular. 
 
Complete the sentence. Choose A, B, or C. 

1. According to the passage, the most popular social networking site in Latin America is 
__________. 

A. Mixi 
B. Facebook 
C. Orkut 

2. According to the reading, __________ is one of the most popular social networking 
sites in the world. 

A. Mixi 
B. YouTube 
C. Facebook 

3. According to the author, the social networking trend is spreading rapidly because 
people __________. 

A. enjoy communicating with each other 
B. prefer using their cell phones 
C. like making a lot of friends 

4. According to the passage, people stay connected with each other by __________. 
A. communicating at work 
B. socializing at school 
C. sending email messages 

5. According to the passage, social networking sites are interactive and personal because 
users can __________. 

A. send instant messages to their favorite band 
B. share photographs of themselves with each other 
C. make comments online using email at work 
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Choose the best response. 
6. Which of the following is the main idea of paragraph 2? 

A. People stay connected to their friends and family in many ways. 
B. Social networking sites are popular because people are social. 
C. The Internet is a good way to socialize and communicate. 

7. Which of the following is the main idea of paragraph 3? 
A. On social networking sites, people can join groups with others who share their 

interests. 
B. Many people post videos of themselves on sites like YouTube, and others can 

comment on these videos. 
C. Social networking sites are very popular because they are interactive and 

personal. 
8. Which of the sentences is NOT a main idea in this reading passage? 

A. A Harvard University student started Facebook in 2004, and it spread to more 
than 400 million users in just a few years. 

B. Every day more and more people join social networking sites all around the 
world. 

C. Because social networking sites are interactive and personal, their popularity 
has increased. 

Read the paragraph. Choose the sentence that shows the main idea. 
9. Social networking sites first became popular with college students. At one college, 

students said that they spent almost two hours every day just on Facebook. Teenagers 
also use these sites to stay connected with their friends. These days, even older people 
are using social networks. The Internet keeps changing, but one trend is clear: People 
enjoy using websites that let them connect with others. 
A. These days, even older people are using social networks. 
B. People enjoy using websites that let them connect with others. 
C. Social networking sites first became popular with college students. 

Match each word with the correct definition. 

_______ 10. find out 
_______ 11. spread 
_______ 12. keep in touch 
_______ 13. connected to 
_______ 14. clear 
_______ 15. contribute 

 

A. to meet, call, or write someone often 
B. easy to see, hear, or understand 
C. to give or be a part of something with other people 
D. joined or linked to something or someone 
E. to get or discover information about something 
F. to affect a large area or group of people 

Complete the sentence with the correct word in parentheses. 
16. Ahmed likes to watch sports, but he doesn’t like to be a ____________________ 

(participant / researcher). 
17. The new social networking site is a ____________________ (hit / trend). Everyone 

likes it and is using it a lot. 
18. The band ____________________ (expresses / influences) their fans a lot. Many of 

them style their hair like members of the band. 
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Match each underlined word with the correct definition. 
_______ 19. She prefers to spend time with a peer. 
_______ 20. I don’t like to buy clothing of poor quality. I would 

rather pay more money to get a better product. 
_______ 21. My study is about how cell phones have changed 

communication. 

 

A. how good or bad 
something is 

B. research project 
C. friend 

 
Complete the sentence. Choose A or B. 

22. I don’t have a good Internet __________. Sometimes I can’t get online. 
A. connect 
B. connection 

23. Hong __________ movies very much. Every weekend, he goes to the theater. 
A. enjoys 
B. enjoyment 

24. This __________ about traveling to Spain is very useful. 
A. information 
B. inform 

 
Read the sentence. Is the underlined word a noun or a verb? Choose A or B. 

25. I am not good at math, so I have to study very hard. 
A. noun 
B. verb 

26. I like watching previews of new movies when I go to the movie theater. 
A. noun 
B. verb 

27. Jasmine gave her friend a gift for his birthday. 
A. noun 
B. verb 

 
Correct the error in use of simple present or present continuous verbs in the sentence. 

28. I am calling my sister every Saturday. 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 

29. I am getting up at 6 a.m. every day. 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 

30. Does he use the computer right now? 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 

31. I watch a funny video on YouTube. Come and look! 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
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Reorder the words to make a sentence. 
32. friend / a / he / sending / text message / to / his / is 

 
____________________________________________________________ 
 

33. usually / in / keep / touch / with / friends / by / email / my / I 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 

34. week / they / nouns / are / this / studying 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 

Read the paragraph. Choose the best topic sentence for the paragraph. 
35. More and more things are being done by computer these days. Job applications, 

banking, and travel reservations can all be done by computer. Most jobs require a 
person to know how to use a computer. Also, people are using computers more and 
more to socialize and connect with other people. Email, instant messaging, and social 
networking sites like Facebook are all examples of how people are using computers to 
connect. 
A. It is very important to learn how to use a computer. 
B. You can download and play music and videos on the computer. 
C. Most people know how to use a computer today. 

 
Choose the best response. 

36. Which of the following makes a better topic sentence for a paragraph about how we 
choose our music? 
A. In a study, researchers gave a list of 48 unknown songs to 14,000 teenagers. 
B. Researchers say that hit songs become popular because listeners care about what 

other people think. 
C. Some people look at the list of favorite songs posted by someone they know. 

 
The sentences below form a paragraph. Match the sentences with their order in the 
paragraph. 
_______ 37. I don’t like the idea of an electronic reading device. 
_______ 38. Also, when reading an e-book, I always worry about the 

battery running out. 
_______ 39. Finally, I think a house doesn’t feel like a home without 

a collection of real books. 
_______ 40. In particular, I don’t like the way an e-book feels in my 

hands. 

 

A. second 
sentence 

B. first sentence 
C. last sentence 
D. third sentence 

 
 


